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Project Outline
This project examines the growing phenomenon of the ‘mobilities slowdown’ which describes a decline in residential mobility. The ability to move house has been theorised – and empirically demonstrated - as beneficial for economies, urban (and rural) sustainability and individuals’ and families’ social mobility and wellbeing. If residential mobility is reducing it is likely that this reduction – and the theorised disadvantage - is not being experienced evenly across places and populations, reinforcing social and spatial inequalities. For example, the slowdown may be driven by young adults not being able to afford independent housing (and particularly so in some parts of the country). This may result in them living for extended periods with parents which may in turn affect their economic opportunities in the transition to adulthood. Alternatively, the mobilities slowdown may reflect constraints of moving for older populations due, for example, to housing cost or undersupply of appropriate housing. This may in turn restrict their ability to access care and contribute to the increasing neighbourhood age segregation that has been observed in Britain (e.g. Sabater and Finney 2022). Or, perhaps, the mobilities slowdown is a reflection of racialised housing systems and ‘slippery discrimination’ in housing (Lukes et al 2018) that constrain the ability of minoritised populations to achieve their desired housing. 
The ‘mobilities slowdown’ has been identified since the 1980s in a number of high income countries including the USA, UK and China (e.g. Cooke, 2011 and Molloy, Smith & Wozniak, 2011 on USA; Champion & Shuttleworth, 2017a,b and McCollum et al 2021 on UK; Mu, Cui & Cui, 2021, Shi, Liu & Feng, 2024 on China). What is not known from existing scholarship is how the reduction in internal migration is being unevenly experienced across places and populations and the implications of this for social and spatial inequalities. Additionally, much of the extant research relies on surveys, painting a potentially biased picture with limited geographical detail (Mu, Cui & Cui, 2021), or employs simple descriptive analyses with census data, often using bivariate methods (Fischer, 2002; Wolf & Longino, 2005; Molloy, Smith & Wozniak, 2011), making it difficult to isolate the effects of life course, demographic, economic, and geographic factors. Research in the UK is to date reliant on censuses of 2011 and earlier (e.g. Champion and Shuttleworth 2017) pointing to the need for more comprehensive and updated research.
The project is distinctive in bringing an inequalities lens to the study of residential mobility and timely in its relevance to policy concerns around housing, community cohesion, social mobility, regional inequalities and population sustainability. This project will enliven salient debates in migration and urban studies with richer and more up-to-date evidence; will critique theories of migration slowdown; will speak to planning and housebuilding policy arenas; and will build capacity in the analysis of complex, large scale, spatio-temporal population datasets.


Project Objectives
The project will investigate the following questions for the United Kingdom:
1. What are the contemporary patterns of residential mobility: How do new trends in the slowdown of residential mobility vary across population groups and places? (for example, population groups in terms of age, class, ethnicity; places in terms of urban-ness, deprivation, diversity)
2. Who and where is affected by new trends: What population groups and places gain and lose from the (new) patterns of residential mobility? (for example, in terms of social mobility, neighbourhood deprivation, housing precarity, population sustainability)
3. Why do we see varying residential mobility for population groups and places: What (individual/family and place) factors are associated with residential mobility trends?

Methods
The core analyses will use the exceptional, recently-released England and Wales and Scotland Census data (2021/2022) together with historical census products (1971, 1981, 1991, 2001, 2011) including area-level tables, microdata, interaction (origin-destination) data and Longitudinal Studies (with linkage to administrative data). This will be supplemented by non-Census area level indicators derived from commercial and administrative data and made available for research purposes (e.g. area typologies, deprivation, house price data). There is potential to incorporate qualitative methods to address Research Question 3, within a mixed methods framework.
The student will become an expert in skills that are transferable to other large-scale (population) datasets thereby being competitive with international colleagues in complex, large scale, social science data skills. The student may also develop expertise in mixed methods social science. 

Training and Supervision
This PhD will be supervised by Professor Nissa Finney and Dr David McCollum who bring complementary substantive, dataset and analytical expertise to this project. Both supervisors have expertise of research on internal migration, with Finney specialising in ethnic group internal migration and segregation and McCollum specialising in social mobility and employment-related mobility. Both supervisors have extensive experience of England and Wales/Scottish census data analysis and are experienced PhD supervisors.
The student will receive training in social science research and methods within the Vitae Researcher Development Framework, making use of in-house and external training. Training in quantitative and/or qualitative and dataset skills will be provided. 
The student will benefit from professional development via the supervisors’ research networks in the UK and elsewhere including the ESRC Centre for Population Change, the Centre on Dynamics of Ethnicity, an the RGS-IBG Population Geography Research Group. The student will be based in the vibrant Population and Health Research Group in SGSD.


